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Hometown Summer Quilt Challenge to Help Showcase Downtown

[McKinney, TX – April 1, 2010] Quilters and shop owners in historic downtown McKinney are working together to celebrate the summer while increasing awareness of all the downtown square has to offer.
Laura Kay Houser, owner of downtown’s Happiness Is…Quilting, is launching her first public quilting contest, “2010 Quilt Challenge-Hometown Summer,” in which quilters will make a small (roughly two foot) quilt that downtown stores will display. Shoppers will then vote on the quilts, and prizes will be awarded to the top 10 quilts.  

“I know of other towns that do this every year and it just seemed a natural fit for our downtown,” Houser said. “It’s a good way to get quilting out into the public more and to drum up excitement for the summer and exploring our downtown square.”
Quilters can make any type of quilt as long as it fits the size requirements and includes one fat quarter of the challenge fabric, a red gingham-style print. 
“Having to use a fabric not particularly of my choosing to design a quilt is a challenge in itself. It's fun to occasionally step out of my comfort zone and try new techniques and fabrics. The results can be interesting and pleasantly surprising,” said quilter MaryAnn Rainey who has participated in a couple previous quilt challenges. “It's amazing to see all the different designs the other quilters come up with when using the same fabric.”
 
Once completed, contestants will submit their quilts to Houser’s shop to be placed in a downtown business. The businesses will display the quilts in their stores, with shoppers visiting each store in order to vote on the quilts.
“I like the idea of this contest getting my customers into other stores they maybe haven’t visited before and getting new shoppers into my store, too,” Houser said. She also contacted area quilters’ guilds ranging in size from 50 members to about 300 members, potentially reaching 1500 quilters to bring them to McKinney’s downtown square.  
Houser has already accepted a few entries for the contest, the first entry being from local quilter Diane Kirwan.

“McKinney's downtown square is such a wonderful place.  I just wanted to add a little bit of myself to that atmosphere,” Kirwan said.  

 

The cost to enter the Quilt Challenge is $10 per entry which includes a fat quarter of the challenge fabric; entrants can submit more than one entry. Contest guidelines and applications are available online at www.happinessisquilting.com or at Happiness is … Quilting located at 217 N. Kentucky in downtown McKinney. 
