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BACKGROUND & PURPOSE
BACKGROUND
The image of McKinney is much different today than it was 10 years
ago; and 10 years ago was almost completely unrecognizable
compared to the McKinney of the early 1990’s. Historic Downtown has
encapsulated the roots of the City, but the reality is that McKinney is a
highly desirable community in one of the fastest growing regions of the
United States. Maintaining and exceeding the current level of quality
parks and recreation facilities is a critical component of attracting the
next generation of families, entrepreneurs and businesses to McKinney.
This plan steps out in front of future development to help interweave
a great parks and recreation system into the fabric of the City, and
their strategy for economic growth and development. Through strategic
parks and open space planning, an interconnected network of trails
and bikeways and preservation of natural resources, McKinney will
continue to set itself apart as a premier community in the North Texas
region.

NATURAL BEAUTY
McKinney is unlike most cities in North Texas in that it contains a
very large undeveloped ETJ which boasts some of the most beautiful
landscapes in the region. The city has gently rolling hills, wooded
areas, idyllic pastures and even touches the upper reaches of Lavon
Lake. Three major creek corridors (Wilson Creek, Honey Creek
and the East Fork of the Trinity River) within the city are prominent
natural features which connect the southern portion of McKinney to
the northern limits with dense riparian woodlands. These corridors are
linkages that citizens place high value upon for recreation, preservation
and transportation - truly a symbol and brand of McKinney.

PURPOSE
The community leaders of the City of McKinney have recognized the
importance of parks and recreation planning and that a city is much
more than just places of employment and houses. There is a need
among all of us to be outdoors, to exercise and have meaningful
interaction with one another. A city that can provide this to its citizens
through its parks system is much more likely to attract and retain
people year after year by demonstrating its commitment to fostering
high standards for quality of life.
This document will help the City identify capital projects for parks,
trails, gateways and land acquisitions within a framework that when
completed, will maintain a common theme and will weave together an
extraordinary “Blue Ribbon” park system, promoting the City’s vision of
Economic Development, Operational Excellence, and a higher Quality
of Life for its citizens and future businesses.
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The specific objectives of this Master Plan are as follows:
•

Identify, maintain and enhance the unique natural features found
in and around the city;

•

Identify the needs of existing parks, trails and recreation facility
improvements;

•

Identify the need for additional parks, park land, trails and
recreation facilities;

•

Evaluate the spatial location of McKinney’s existing parks and
recreation facilities and recommend measures to ensure a
balanced distribution of facilities within the City that are easily
accessible to pedestrians;

•

Prioritize key park, recreation and open space improvements;

•

Guide City staff and City leaders in determining appropriate
funding levels;

•

Develop goals and objectives for improving quality of life within
the City;

•

Provide a plan which is consistent with the funding and grant
requirements for the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department;

•

Develop a master plan for streetscape treatments for a harmonious
vision and brand throughout the City; and

•

Assess existing indoor recreation and aquatics and determine
additional needed space.

•

Support the vision of the One McKinney 2040 Comprehensive
Plan.

Additionally, this plan serves as a tool to aid in coordination between
City departments, non-municipal agencies (such as utility companies
and railroads), and other jurisdictions (such as adjacent cities, counties,
the Independent School District(s), and the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department/TPWD). This plan will also provide the City of McKinney
with a competitive advantage when applying for parks and trails grant
funding from various regional, state, and federal resources.
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MASTER PLAN CONCEPT
Ten strategic initiatives were synthesized from citizen and
stakeholder input. These initiatives provide high-level guidance
for the City to maintain, improve, and leverage existing and
future parks, trails and bikeways for greater community and
economic benefit. They also provide “Added Value” initiatives
as the blueprint for the Master Plan.
For each strategic initiative this Master Plan establishes a
rationale, a set of actions that can move the park system in
that direction, and specific action steps that the City can take
to implement the actions. A list of action items takes this a step
further to assign responsibility for implementation, list potential
implementation strategies, offer performance measures to
gauge success, and suggest a time frame for implementation.

STRING OF PEARLS, GEMS, &
INTEGRATED TRAIL SYSTEMS
Citizens in McKinney have come to highly value their parks
and hike and bike trails found along creeks, streets, and other
connective corridors which link neighborhoods with other parks,
schools, and businesses. A natural progression of city-wide
park planning is to continue this pattern north into undeveloped
sectors of the City where new neighborhoods will soon start to
take shape.
Thus, the “String of Pearls” concept is the expansion of park
systems along the City’s expansive greenbelt corridors. Parks
located along the greenbelt are the “Pearls”, and trails and
bikeways represent the “String” that ties everything together.
This concept works in tandem with the One McKinney 2040
Comprehensive Plan to reinforce a single message and vision of
“Connectedness” and “Destination Urban Parks” for the future.
“Gems” are the parks not directly accessible by a greenbelt, but
instead connected through low stress widened sidepaths and/
or on-street bike facilities.

GATEWAYS/CITY PORTALS
City “Portals and Gateways” act as points of “Arrival”,
announcing your entrance into the city, at prominent borders,
greenbelt crossings of major roadways and neighborhood
“Districts”. They are a direct reflection of the One McKinney 2040
Comprehensive Plan, reinforcing the unique characteristics
of McKinney’s unique historic downtown, commercial/retail
corridors, future growth and its natural qualities.
Primary gateways will be located at major intersections to
signify entrances to the City. Secondary portals serve as minor
gateways located along arterial streets at the city limits. This
plan recommends the addition of District Portals and 4 signature
monuments referred to collectively as the “Gateway Ring”.
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GATEWAYS/CITY PORTALS

GATEWAY RING “THE FOUR
PILLARS OF MCKINNEY” (80’-100’)
DISTRICT PORTALS (20’-35’)
SECONDARY PORTALS
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ONE MCKINNEY 2040
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
The Draft One McKinney 2040 Comprehensive Plan presents
a long-range vision to guide development patterns in the City.
As such, the plan assesses the unique characteristics present
within various sectors of the city and organizes them into distinct
districts.
The Parks, Recreation, Trails, Open Space and Streetscape
Visioning Master Plan dovetails with the One McKinney 2040
Comprehensive Plan through its greenbelt connections, new
and renovated parks, recreation centers and streetscape
treatments that support the theme of the districts.

DRAFT ONE
MCKINNEY 2040
COMPREHENSIVE
PLAN
northridge
district

Established
Community
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outer loop
district
trinity falls
district

scenic
district

honey creek
district
east fork
district

medical
district

oak hollow
district
collin
crossing
district
town center
district

Established Community

mill
district

business &
aviation
district

gateway business
district
collin mckinney commercial
district
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PLANNING PROCESS
This Master Planning process is illustrated by the figure below.
The development of the Master Plan was guided by a Master Plan
Visioning Committee, represented by members of the Parks Board,
MCDC and City Council. The ultimate goal of the Visioning Committee
was to champion the Master Plan with their input, guidance and by
communicating the message and recommendations of the plan to their
organizations, respective board members and the community.
The following steps were developed for the Visioning Master Plan:

START
1

INVENTORY PARKS &
RECREATION FACILITIES

2

MEASURE
CITIZEN DEMAND
Community
Outreach

DEVELOP VISION &
GOALS
Community Outreach

3

ANALYZE STANDARDS
& BENCHMARKS
4
Community Outreach

DETERMINE
NEEDS

5

DEVELOP
RECOMMENDATIONS
6
DETERMINE
PRIORITIES
Community Outreach

7

9

PLAN
IMPLEMENTATION

ESTIMATE COST &
DEVELOP ACTION
PLAN

10

FINISH
PLAN APPROVAL
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REPORT OUTLINE
This Master Plan is organized into seven chapters. Each of these
chapters details a major component of the master planning process.

CHAPTER 1 | INTRODUCTION

In addition to defining the purpose of this Master Plan and the process
by which it has been produced, this chapter also reflects McKinney’s
vision and goals as the guiding principles for the development of parks,
recreation, trails and open space within the city.

CHAPTER 2 | CONTEXT

Chapter 2 examines the internal and external factors influencing
McKinney’s parks, recreation, trails and open space system including
the City’s history. The natural resources, regarded as important image
defining elements of the city, are briefly described. The community’s
demographics are analyzed along with the City’s previous park planning
study to better understand the past, present, and future of McKinney.
Regional and national trends related to parks and recreation are also
analyzed. Community outreach and public involvement are core
components of the Master Plan process. The summary of this input
directly impacts the recommendations of the Master Plan.

CHAPTER 3 | PARKS & OPEN SPACE

This chapter focuses on the provision of parks and recreation facilities
and the protection of open space. Included in this chapter is an overview
of McKinney’s existing parks, recreation, and open space system; an
analysis of needs based on regional and national benchmarks and
standards; recommendations; cost estimates; and prioritized future
actions.

CHAPTER 4 | AQUATICS & INDOOR FACILITIES

The existing Recreation Centers, Senior Center, and Community
Center are analyzed in this chapter and recommendations are made
for their improvement. In addition, regional benchmarks are considered
and used to determine future needs based on the growing population.

CHAPTER 5 | TRAILS & BIKEWAYS

Chapter 5 looks at the importance of trails and bikeways in the City. Trail
typologies are first defined and then shown where the most feasible
proposed routes would occur. A trail implementation plan is provided
with recommended trail segment priorities and potential sources of
funding.

CHAPTER 6 | GATEWAYS, PORTALS &
STREETSCAPES

The focus of this chapter is the development of a set of aesthetic
guidelines that will help the City enhance its visual character and appeal
along roadways. The chapter includes an analysis of streetscape types
within the City, an overview of a design theme for streetscapes, concepts
for gateways, roadway sections and plans for thoroughfare types, and
a palette of materials.

CHAPTER 7 | IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

Strategic policy recommendations and a summary of action items are
the focus of this chapter. In addition, a summary of the key priorities
resulting from this Master Plan and the costs associated with its
implementation are provided.
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ADVENTURER, looking for
treasure.”

“A philosophy of life: I’m an

— Paulo Coelho, 21st century Brazilian writer
The Alchemist: A Fable About Following Your Dream
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