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BACKGROUND & PURPOSE

BACKGROUND

The image of McKinney is much different today than it was 10 years
ago; and 10 years ago was almost completely unrecognizable
compared to the McKinney of the early 1990’s. Historic Downtown has
encapsulated the roots of the City, but the reality is that McKinney is a
highly desirable community in one of the fastest growing regions of the
United States. Maintaining and exceeding the current level of quality
parks and recreation facilities is a critical component of attracting the
next generation of families, entrepreneurs and businesses to McKinney.

This plan steps out in front of future development to help interweave
a great parks and recreation system into the fabric of the City, and
their strategy for economic growth and development. Through strategic
parks and open space planning, an interconnected network of trails
and bikeways and preservation of natural resources, McKinney will
continue to set itself apart as a premier community in the North Texas
region.

NATURAL BEAUTY

McKinney is unlike most cities in North Texas in that it contains a
very large undeveloped ETJ which boasts some of the most beautiful
landscapes in the region. The city has gently rolling hills, wooded
areas, idyllic pastures and even touches the upper reaches of Lavon
Lake. Three major creek corridors (Wilson Creek, Honey Creek
and the East Fork of the Trinity River) within the city are prominent
natural features which connect the southern portion of McKinney to
the northern limits with dense riparian woodlands. These corridors are
linkages that citizens place high value upon for recreation, preservation
and transportation - truly a symbol and brand of McKinney.

PURPOSE

The community leaders of the City of McKinney have recognized the
importance of parks and recreation planning and that a city is much
more than just places of employment and houses. There is a need
among all of us to be outdoors, to exercise and have meaningful
interaction with one another. A city that can provide this to its citizens
through its parks system is much more likely to attract and retain
people year after year by demonstrating its commitment to fostering
high standards for quality of life.

This document will help the City identify capital projects for parks,
trails, gateways and land acquisitions within a framework that when
completed, will maintain a common theme and will weave together an
extraordinary “Blue Ribbon” park system, promoting the City’s vision of
Economic Development, Operational Excellence, and a higher Quality
of Life for its citizens and future businesses.
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